
The Order of Tenebrae 
 
This is one of the oldest services in Christendom. By tradition, the Service of Tenebrae 
is reserved for Holy Week. The name comes from a translation of the first words of a 
Latin Anthem, Tenebrae Factae Sunt (There Was Darkness). The service consists of a 
series of scripture readings, reflections and music, designed to call attention to the fact 
that we have been accomplices to the sufferings of Christ, and yet have received His 
abundant love and mercy. The symbolism of the service is not difficult to understand. 
As the passion story unfolds, the darkness increases, as light by light is extinguished. 
With the death of the Lord, only one light is left burning: the light of God's love. For a 
little while, even this will be carried out, and the complete darkness will symbolize the 
darkness of Christ's three days in the tomb. But, like God's love, this light is never put 
out, returning in anticipation of Easter day and our Lord's joyous resurrection from the 
dead. 
 

 


